
January 20, 2021

Dear Fox Chapel Area Family,

As we began a new semester, approximately 30 of our students celebrated an end to their
academic journeys with the Fox Chapel Area School District. I want to begin my weekly
message by congratulating all of our early graduates and wishing them well as they begin new
personal, career, and educational pursuits. Even though we were not able to give them the
traditional in-person early graduation celebration, we hope that they will join the rest of their
class in June to mark this notable milestone again.

I have a few updates and reminders to share with you this week.

● Work is complete to remediate the legionella bacteria found in some of our schools’
water systems earlier this school year. We are awaiting the results of one more round of
water testing on one remaining fixture that was adjusted at Kerr Elementary. Bottle fillers
are again available to students at all of our buildings. As a reminder, because of
COVID-19, water fountains will remain closed.

● With a return of some snow this week, I wanted to remind you of how the district will
approach two-hour delays and inclement weather days during the 2020-2021 school
year:

○ The Fox Chapel Area School District will continue to utilize two-hour delays. On a
day when there is a two-hour delay, we will inform parents/guardians via our
school messaging system about the procedures and plans for students receiving
in-person instruction and those who engage in fully virtual learning. Information
will also be posted to the district’s website at www.fcasd.edu.

○ During the 2020-2021 school year, the Fox Chapel Area School District will have
a day of virtual instruction for all students on days when our schools are closed
due to inclement weather. We believe doing so is in the best interest of our
students, as the district has been able to successfully implement fully online
learning districtwide during the COVID-19 pandemic.

As we look to add more in-person instructional days at the secondary level, I want to encourage
you to practice mitigation efforts to reduce the likelihood of contracting COVID-19, such as
frequently washing and sanitizing your hands, wearing a face covering, maintaining a physical
distance from those not in your household, and limiting unnecessary interactions in the
community.

Though this has been a very long 10 months, I have faith that better days with a semblance of
normalcy are not far away. Thank you, again, for all that you do to help your children with their
learning, and your continued efforts to keep all members of our school community safe.

Sincerely,

http://www.fcasd.edu


Dr. Mary Catherine Reljac
Superintendent


